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Dear Readers,

On 1 September 2022 the Jan Karski Institute of War Losses 
presented The Report on the Losses Sustained by Poland as a Re-
sult of German Aggression and Occupation during the Second World 
War, 1939–1945 at the Royal Castle in Warsaw. The Report is 
a starting point for substantial bilateral talks which should lead 
to an appropriate response by the German government to serve 
both justice and historical truth. The Report also forms a basis for 
objective public debate, including in the international media, on 
Germany’s failure to settle accounts with Poland and the Polish 
people for the consequences of the Second World War. It should 
be noted that since the war’s end until this day, Germany has not 
signed a peace treaty or any other bilateral agreement to com-
pensate Poland for the damage and suffering inflicted during the 
brutal war and devastating German occupation of Polish territory 
from 1939 to 1945. 

Similarly, Polish victims of the war have no legal path to seek 
just compensation, which is an unprecedented situation consid-
ering the current stage of development of international law and 
human rights protection. The fact that Polish victims, unlike rep-
resentatives of other nationalities, have no right to claim damages 
for loss of health is a plain example of discrimination. 

On 14 September 2022, the Sejm of the Republic of Poland 
adopted a resolution calling for the government to seek repa-
rations for war damage caused by Germany during the Second 
World War. The Sejm called on the German government to “un-
equivocally accept political, historical, legal, and financial respon-
sibility” for all consequences suffered by Poland and its citizens 
as the result of the Third Reich’s decision to unleash the Second 
World War. The resolution was adopted by a virtually unanimous 
vote of all parties seated in parliament. 

The Sejm of the Republic of Poland declared that the duly rep-
resented Polish state has never waived its claims against the Ger-
man state. Neither has Poland received compensation for losses 
suffered during the Second World War as the result of the Soviet 
aggression. Poland has never received compensation for losses 
caused by the German state, nor for the harm done to its citizens. 
The report has been passed on to the German coordinator for  

cooperation with Poland and to Germany’s deputy foreign minis-
ter. I encourage you to study the report thoroughly, and its elec-
tronic version is available at https://straty-wojenne.pl. 

On 3 October 2022, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs sent the 
German government a diplomatic note to take immediate action 
aimed at a permanent, comprehensive, final, legal and material 
settlement of the issue of the consequences of German aggres-
sion and occupation. 

I would like to express my deep hope that this Report and 
the diplomatic note sent to the Federal Republic of Germany will 
present the scale of Poland’s losses, and allow both countries to 
initiate an open dialogue based on facts, leading to this matter 
being resolved. 

Yours sincerely, 
Arkadiusz Mularczyk

Arkadiusz Mularczyk 
Secretary of State for European 
Affairs, Member of the Polish Sejm 
since 2005, advocate. He serves  
as Chairman of the Board of the Jan 
Karski Institute for War Losses and, 
since 2022, Government Plenipo-
tentiary for compensation for dam-
age caused by German aggression 
and occupation in 1939–1945.
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Left. The ruins of Franciszkańska 
Street in Warsaw (1945) (photo  
by S. Doktorowicz-Hrebnicki/ 
NAC collections)

Statement of the Polish MFA on the note 
sent to the MFA of the Federal Republic 
of Germany 

In its diplomatic note sent to the Federal Republic of Germany 
on the compensation for damage caused by Germany as a result 
of its aggression and occupation in 1939–1945, the Republic of 
Poland demands:

1. Compensation for material and non-material losses amount-
ing to 6 trillion 220 billion 609 million Polish zlotys.

2. Compensation for victims of German aggression and oc-
cupation, as well as their families, for the losses and harm 
suffered.

3. Taking systemic measures by the Federal Republic of Ger-
many to return cultural property seized from Poland and 
currently located on German territory.

4. The return of assets and liabilities of Polish state banks and 
credit institutions seized by the German state in 1939–1945.

5. The settlement of amounts due resulting from exploitation 
by the Reichskreditkassen, which funded the Third Reich’s 
criminal military efforts, and from the operations of the Is-
suing Bank in Poland.

6. The full rehabilitation of activists of the Polish minority in 
pre-war Germany who were killed during the war and com-
pensation for the losses suffered by Polish diaspora organi-
sations in Germany.

7. The full and systematic regulation of the current status of 
Poles and persons of Polish origin in Germany by restoring 
the status of national minority, in particular, as regards the 
teaching of their mother tongue.

8. The appropriate cooperation with the Republic of Poland 
with respect to commemorating Polish victims of the Sec-
ond World War.

9. Taking effective action by the German authorities to pres-
ent to its own society a true picture of the war and its con-
sequences, especially the harm and damage inflicted to Po-
land and its people.
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Left. View of the ruins along  
Okopowa Street in the center  
of Warsaw (NAC collections)

The Report in brief

The Report has been drawn up in the Parliament of the Re-
public of Poland of the 8th term and is a result of the work of 
Parliamentary Group for Assessment of Compensations Due to 
Poland from Germany for the Assessment Caused During the Sec-
ond World War and a group of invited experts. 

It was prepared by a team of 33 researchers and specialists 
from various areas of knowledge and science, including  histori-
ans, economic historians, economists, property appraisers, archi-
vists, and lawyers. Individual chapters of the report were also sub-
jected to 10 external reviews. At this point, I would like to thank 
all the authors, reviewers and persons involved in the preparation 
of the Report.

Download report (en) � https://straty-wojenne.pl/

Volume I. 

The description 
and assessment of material 
and non-material losses 
suffered by the Republic 
of Poland during 
the Second World War 
1939–1945

Volume II. 

Photographic 
documentation showing 
the cruelty of German 
war crimes against the 
Polish citizens

Volume III. 

The list of crime sites 
prepared based 
on the research conducted 
over several decades 
by the Central Commission 
for Investigation 
of German Crimes 
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Left. Warsaw’s Old Town  
in 1945 with the ruins of St. John’s 
Archcathedral (Świętojańska Street) 
on the left, after the Germans had 
devastated the city (Photo by  
Wacław Żdżarski; NAC collections)

Consequences of the Second World War 
for Poland 

In the Second World War, Poland suffered the greatest human 
and material losses of all the European countries in relation to 
the  total  eligible population and national wealth. They were a 
result of not only military actions, but also the result of German 
occupational policy, motivated by the belief in the racial inferi-
ority of the Polish citizens. The Germans deliberately and in an 
organized manner exterminated the population in the occupied 
territories, and intensively exploited Polish society, both through 
forced labor and the deliberate destruction of property, including 
the demolition of the state capital Warsaw and thousands of Pol-
ish towns and villages. 

Below. The German 
annihilation of Michniów, 1943  

(IPN collections)



Territorial losses in relation to 
other countries 

The shift of the borders did not compensate for territories 
lost, which–to illustrate the scale–are today an area comparable 
to Austria, the Czech Republic, or all of the Benelux countries–
Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg together.

CHANGES IN THE BORDERS

Before the war, the area of the Republic of Poland was al-
most 389,000 km2 [three hundred eighty-nine square 
kilometers]. However, after the borders in the east and west 
were changed, after the war this area decreased by almost  
78,000 km2 and was only 312,500 km2. The reduction in 
territory was the result of the illegal annexation by the USSR.
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DEMOGRAPHIC LOSSES 
OF POLAND

The Germans created an en-
tire system of concentration 
and extermination camps in 
occupied Poland. 
Concentration camps were 
even created for Polish chil-
dren, e.g. in Łódź or Potulice. 
Pseudo-medical experiments 
were also carried out on chil-
dren, e.g. in a psychiatric hos-
pital in Lubliniec.

The Germans treated both 
Poles and Jews as a racially in-
ferior population who was to 
be deprived of their elite and 
culture. They were robbed, 
exploited economically, and 
treated as sub-humans.
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Death Camps Number of victims
Auschwitz 1–1.5 million

Treblinka 1 million
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Group of Jewish children behind a barbed wire fence just after  
the liberation of KL Auschwitz-Birkenau in January 1945 (IPN collections)

Czesława Kwoka (1928–1943),
one of thousands of Polish children
the Germans deported from  
the Zamość region. The Germans  
sent her to Auschwitz. 
She was 14 when one of the German 
SS doctors murdered her with  
a phenol injection 
(Photo by Wilhelm Brasse. 
Collections of the Auschwitz- 
-Birkenau State Museum)

In 7 years Poland lost 
over   11,200,000   citizens

German concentration 
and extermination camps

Key:

Concentration camps for the detention of Polish children

Mass executions                Death camps

Warszawa

masowe egzekucje
1 000
5 000

10 000

obozy koncentracyjne
dla polskich dzieci

obozy zagłady
100 000
500 000

1 000 000

Warszawa

masowe egzekucje
1 000
5 000

10 000

obozy koncentracyjne
dla polskich dzieci

obozy zagłady
100 000
500 000

1 000 000



14 15

Holocaust of the Jews

At first, Polish Jews were placed in ghettos, cut off from food 
rations sufficient to survive and from the outside world, exploited 
economically, and then, after the decision on mass extermination, 
they were sent to the extermination camps in Auschwitz Birkenau, 
Treblinka, Bełżec, Sobibór and Kulmhof.

Starving child in a street in the 
Warsaw ghetto (IPN collections)

Footbridge connecting two parts of 
the Warsaw ghetto (IPN collections)

The Warsaw Ghetto was the largest ghetto in the GG and in 
the whole of occupied Europe. In the summer of 1942, the Ger-
mans deported most of its inmates to the Treblinka extermination 
camp. On 19 April 1943, German troops set about the final de-
struction of the ghetto. The people still inside put up a resistance 
and started an uprising. It was one of the landmarks in the history 
of the extermination of the Jews on the Polish territories. The 
German police and SS along with the Wehrmacht were sent in 
to put down the Uprising and demolish the ghetto. After the fall 
of the Ghetto Uprising, the Germans pulled down the buildings 
located within the ghetto walls. From the summer of 1943, the 
Warschau concentration camp operated on the site of the Ghetto 
and was transformed in May 1944 into a labour camp as a sub-
camp of Lublin (Majdanek) concentration camp, holding Jewish 
prisoners used for demolition work.

Verordnung über die Bestimmung des Begriffs „Jude“
im Generalgouvernement 

[Decree on the definition of the term “Jew” in the Generalgouverne-
ment (GG)] (VBlGG, 1 Aug. 1940, no. 48, p. 231–232)… § 2. 

“(1) Any person at least three of whose grandparents were of pure Jew-
ish descent is considered Jewish.
(2) Any person at least two of whose grandparents were of pure Jew-
ish descent shall be considered Jewish providing that (a) he or she was 
a member of a Jewish religious community on 1 September 1939, or 
joined a Jewish religious community after that date; (b) if he or she was 
married to a Jewish person at the time this Decree came in force or 
married a Jewish person after that date; (c) if he or she was born out of 
wedlock after 31 May 1941 as the illegitimate offspring of a Jew and 
non-Jewish person, in the understanding of Part 1. 
(3) Any grandparent who was a member of a Jewish religious communi-
ty shall be regarded as of pure Jewish descent.” 

The Germans used this Decree of 24 July 1940 to adopt the provisions of 
the Nuremberg Laws of 15 September 1935 in the GG.
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German poster of 5 September 
1942. An official notice that the 
provision of assistance to Jews 
who left a Jewish residential area 
without authority was punishable 
by death (IPN collections).

The poster reads, “Recently  
a considerable number of Jews have 
left the residential area allocated to 
them without authority. They are 
still at large in Distrikt Warschau.  
I remind you that the Govenor-Gen-
eral’s third decree of 15 October 
1941 (Vbl.GG. S. 595) prescribes 
the death sentence not only for 
Jews who leave their allocated 
residential area without authority, 
but also for anyone who aids and 
abets them in any way whatsoever. 
Aiding and abetting Jews means 
not only providing accommodation 
and maintenance, but also provid-
ing them with transportation of 
any kind whatsoever, purchasing 
any goods whatsoever from them, 
etc. I hereby give notice to the 
inhabitants of Distrikt Warschau to 
report any Jew they know of who is 
at large beyond the Jewish quarter 
without authority, to the nearest 
police or security police station as 
soon as possible. Any person who 
has been or is still aiding and abet-
ting a Jew but reports the matter 
to the nearest police or security 
police station not later than by 
16:00 hours on 9 September 1942 
shall be exempted from criminal 
liability. Any person who returns 
goods acquired from a Jew to the 
following address: Warszawa, Niska 
20, or notifies the nearest police or 
security police station of the matter 
shall be exempted from criminal 
liability. 

Head of the Police and SS 
for Distrikt Warschau. 

Warschau, 5 September 1942.”

After the “final solution of the Jewish question”, Poles were 
to become the next victims of the “master race” as part of the 
Generalplan Ost.

An anti-population policy was implemented against Poles: 
extermination through mass executions, placement in concentra-
tion camps, pacification of villages, excessively demanding work, 
as well as limiting marriages, or persuading Polish women to abort 
pregnancies. 

Doomed Jews get off a narrow-gauge train in Powiercie, from where they 
will be transported to the Kulmhof extermination camp (IPN collection)

The Germans set up the Warsaw Ghetto on 2 Octo-
ber 1940. It was to serve as “the Jewish residential 
area” for the Jews of Warsaw and its environs. Living 
conditions in the Ghetto were tragic, with a very high 
death rate due to hunger and disease. In 1942, the 
German authorities started to deport Jews from the 
Ghetto to the Treblinka death camp. By early 1943, 

there were only 60,000 out of the 1941 total of 
450,000 inmates still left in the Ghetto, working in 
factories producing goods for Germany. In May 1943, 
after the Ghetto Uprising had been crushed, the 
Ghetto was demolished and the rest of its inhabit-
ants deported to Treblinka and other German death 
camps.
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Slave labour

Over 2,100,000 Polish citizens were taken abroad as slave 
labor, and over 200 thousand German enterprises and farms 
within the borders of the Reich and in occupied Poland benefit-
ed from the work of Polish forced laborers. Each forced laborer 
worked on average 2 years and 9 months, which gives a total of  
4,881,000 working years.

It is worth remembering that the Polish-German Reconcilia-
tion Foundation had funds from the payments of German compa-
nies that used the forced labor of Polish workers. In total, it paid 
out PLN 731,843,000 for 1,060,000 people, which amounted to 
an average of PLN 690 per person (approximately EUR 150). This 
means that these payments, as well as the aid to the victims of 
pseudo-medical experiments, were not compensatory in nature, 
but constituted only one-off humanitarian aid for Polish citizens–
victims of the Third German Reich.

Polish slave labourers in Germany,
in the Finkenkuhle quarry near

Salzgitter (NAC collections)

Polish forced laborers during work 
at the Georg mineshaft in Germany. 

German propaganda photo  
(NAC collections)

German industry benefited greatly from forced labor. The 
most famous companies involved in this practice include BAY-
ER and IGFarben, Siemens, Allianz, Audi, BMW, Deutsche Bank, 
Dresdner Bank, Hugo Boss, Mercedes-Benz, Opel, Porsche and 
Volkswagen AG.

• over  2,100,000  Polish  
citizens were taken abroad  
as slave labor

• they worked over  4,881,000 
working years

• on over  200,000  German  
enterprises and farms
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Stolen children

The Germans took and set for Germanisation approx. 196,000 
Polish children, only 30 thousand of which were recovered. They 
were taken only because they were healthy, pretty and–according 
to the reprehensible German criteria–“racially pure”. The massive 
collection of children by the Germans was not the result of momen-
tary madness, but a carefully planned systemic action in which  
a small child was treated as an object that could be kidnapped and 
handed over to the fanatical National Socialists.

Health impairment and diseases

During the war, 590,000 Polish citizens became disabled not 
only as a result of direct acts of war, but also because of pseu-
do-medical experiments and being kept in concentration camps. 
Over a million people developed tuberculosis mainly due to long-
term malnutrition during the occupation.

Information card for a Polish child
“evacuee.” The reverse has entries

such as “political views” and “racial
group.” (AAN, Ministerstwo

Pracy i Opieki Społecznej)

The Germans took and
selected for germanisation

 approx. 196,000  Polish children. 
Only 30,000 were recovered.

Four naked girls (two pairs of twins) 
on whom doctor Josef Mengele con-
ducted pseudo-medical experiments 

(June 1942) (IPN collections)

Medical experiments were conducted by the “SS health service” in the 
camps Buchenwald, Auschwitz-Birkenau, Ravensbrück, Natzweiler-Struthof, 
Neuengamme, Mauthausen-Gusen, Dachau and Sachsenhausen. In addi-
tion, in the camps Mittelbau-Dora, Gross-Rosen, Stutthof, Majdanek and 
Flosenburg, some doctors pursued their private interests by conducting 
pseudo research on euthanasia, ma-
laria, mustard gas and incendiary 
bombs, infectious hepatitis, ster-
ilisation, poisons, abscess, polygal 
and phenol, blood coagulation and 
transfusion; bone, muscles, and 
nerve regeneration; and bone trans-
plantation. 
In 1945, those conducting experi-
ments began destroying documents 
and killing the medical ‘guinea pigs’. 
However, what remained were wit-
ness statements that made it pos-
sible to bring charges against the 
criminals in lab coats. 

“The Doctors Trial” was held in 
Nuremberg from 25 October 1946 
to 20 July 1947. Only 20 doctors 
and 3 assistants faced charges: 
•	 7 were sentenced to death by 

hanging, 
•	 5 were sentenced to life imprison-

ment, reduced to 15-20 years on 
appeal, 

•	 3 were sentenced to 15 or 20 
years imprisonment, reduced to 
10 years on appeal, 

•	 1, on appeal, walked free after 
having had his sentence reduced to time already served, and 

•	 7 were acquitted. 
The notorious ‘Angel of Death’ of Auschwitz Josef Mengele, like many other 
criminals, never stood trial. 
Most Nazi experiments contributed nothing of value to medicine. However, 
we may never ignore the fact that these experiments were carried out be-
cause, if we do, the suffering of thousands of victims will be forgotten.
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Losses in Polish intelligentsia

The Polish intelligentsia suffered huge losses–doctors, lawyers, 
teachers, clergy, officials–were deliberately murdered as being 
part of the so-called leadership element. In some professional 
groups, e.g. among lawyers, personnel losses exceeded 55%, 
among doctors 40%, and among academic teachers 20%.

Operation “Intelligentsia” (German: Intelligenz- 
aktion) and AB (German: Außerordentliche 
Befriedungsaktion) 

This included eliminating people who could prevent the quick 
and effective Germanisation of the conquered lands. It is estimat-
ed that, as a result of actions carried out by operational groups 
of the security police (Einsatzgruppen der Sicherheitspolizei) and 
paramilitary “self-defense” units of the German minority in Po-
land (Volksdeutscher Selbstschutz), at least 100,000 persons died.

Piaśnica near Wejherowo was one of the biggest sites of the 
German genocide during Operation AB in occupied Poland. It is 
estimated that from 12,000 to 14,000 people died here.

 

Right. Exhumation of the victims’  
bodies, murdered by Germans 

in the forests near Piaśnica  
in 1939–1940

(MMG collections)
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Aktion gegen Universitäts-Professoren  
(Sonderaktion Krakau)

The most infamous criminal action against the Polish intelli-
gentsia in Krakow was the Aktion gegen Universitäts-Professor-
en, the so-called Sonderaktion Krakau. The Germans arrested  
193 professors and academic lecturers of the Jagiellonian Uni-
versity and the University of Mining on the pretext of the arbi-
trary commencement of the academic year. The professors were 
transported to the concentration camp in Sachsenhausen, where 
many died.

Tadeusz Szydłowski, Professor 
of History of Art, conserva-
tor (born on 9 June 1883 in 

Jarosław, died on 25 October 
1942 in Cracow)

 Tadeusz Tempka, Professor of 
Medicine, internist and haemato- 
logist (born on 15 October 1885 

in Cracow, died on 14 March 
1974 in Cracow)

Tadeusz Ważewski, Professor of 
Mathematics (born on 24 Sep-

tember 1896 in Wygnanka near 
Czortków, died on 5 September 

1972 in Rabka-Zdrój)

Fryderyk Zoll (Junior), Professor of Law, 
Rector of the Jagiellonian University 

(born 1 February 1865 in Cracow, 
died 23 March 1948 in Cracow)

Photographs of professors and cards from their arrest  
on 6 November 1939 during the so-called Sonderaktion Krakau 
(courtesy of the Jagiellonian University Archives and “Alma Mater” Journal)

Krakow. Collegium Novum–the building where 
professors of the Jagiellonian University 

were arrested (NAC collections)
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Total demographic losses 
caused by Germany

The map of Poland is filled with bloody points of the martyrdom 
of citizens of the Second Polish Republic, war crimes and special 
actions carried out by the Germans in 1939–1945.

The number of personal losses of Poland 
suffered from the Germans only 
was set at  5,219,000  people*, 

21% of which were children under 10. 

* Population losses inflicted by the USSR are not included.
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Liczba wymordowanych After the end of the Second World War, the Polish nation 
needed 33 years (thirty-three years) to rebuild the human poten-
tial to the level from before the war. Computer analyzes indicate, 
indicate that the number of 35,100,000 citizens was regained 
only in 1978.

33 years of rebuilding the human potential 
of Poland

SS troops shoot the Poles arrested 
in retaliation for an attack on  
a German police post in Bochnia 
(December 18, 1939) 
(IPN collections)

Execution of three Poles in Kutno 
on June 9, 1941, sentenced  
to death for food smuggling  
(IPN collections)



28 29

half the productivity (wages) of healthy people. The other half of 
the salaries were lost, and we included them among the effects of 
German actions.

196,000 children were stolen. 15–20% were recovered, so 
the initial number was decreased by 20%, assuming 157,000 as 
a number of stolen children. Losses of their future wages were 
estimated over the entire life cycle, broken down by gender and 
taking into account professional activity.

Forced laborers were employed in many branches of the 
economy, mainly in agriculture, industry, especially in the arms 
industry, and in the repair of roads and railroads. It is estimated 
that, at the end of the war, they constituted about a quarter of the 
workforce in Germany. Most of the forced laborers were young 
people aged 15 to 24, so for the purposes of our calculations, we 
use the appropriate salary for this age group.

This gives us total amount of approx. PLN 500 billion. 

The villagers of Sochy murdered 
by the Germans (1943) 

(IPN collections)

Lost Remuneration of the Second World War (adjusted for 2021)

Persons with serious 
health impairment 

of diseases

Stolen 
children

Forced 
Labourers

Men PLN 220.9 billion PLN 119.4 billion PLN 50.0 billion

Women   PLN 47.2 billion    PLN 47.0 billion PLN 13.4 billion

Total PLN 268.1 billion PLN 166.4 billion PLN 63.4 billion

TOTAL PLN 497.9 billion

Economic valuation of human losses

The human losses were evaluated only as loss of remunera-
tion and consequently, the loss of GDP that the victims would 
have produced had there been no war and these people would 
have been alive. Remuneration for work is calculated jointly for 
the entire further life of the killed person, taking into account age 
and gender. 

Remuneration lost

The amount of lost remuneration was estimated to be ap-
prox. PLN 4 trillion 300 billion for fatal victims. This is a purely 
economic appraisal of human life, solely in terms of GDP loss. It 
does not take into account suffering, broken families, and psycho-
logical trauma.

Lost GDP of persons, 
who survived the Second World War 

The lost GDP of victims who survived the atrocities of the Sec-
ond World War was calculated in an analogous way.

It was assumed that severely injured and seriously ill people 
worked (according to general employment rates) and achieved 

The average lost salary of 1 fatal victim 
was estimated at  PLN 821,800  (US 202,400) 

adjusted for 2021.

Lost remuneration was estimated at 
approx. PLN 4 trillion 300 billion 

as a result of human losses.
	

Men Women Total

2,696,190 2,522,863 5,219,053

PLN 3,305 t.
(adjusted for 2021)

PLN 0,984 t.
(adjusted for 2021)

PLN 4,289 t.
(adjusted for 2021)
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MATERIAL LOSSES

The methods of estimating losses resulted from their type  
and the scope of archival information available. If it was possible, 
the value of losses in tangible property was estimated at current 
prices, as at the time of destruction, appropriation, or confisca-
tion. Similarly, the value of losses resulting from lost profits was 
determined at current prices taking into account the condition 
of the facilities at the time of destruction or appropriation–con-
fiscation. Only in the case of estimating losses in agriculture, the 
conversion to the present value was made on the basis of the rate 
of change in the prices of representative agricultural products.

LOSS OF CULTURAL ASSETS 
AND WORKS OF ART

Only in Poland was the destruction of culture part of the crim-
inal plan to prepare a living space for the nation of masters. The 
main intention of the occupant was to make Poles a “farmhand 
nation”, deprived of their own culture and art, which is why they 
set about destroying the Polish national, material, personal and 
organizational heritage with such determination.

As a result of acts of war and German 
occupation Poland suffered losses 

in cultural assets and works of art in the amount 
of  approx. PLN 19 billion 310 million

These losses include irreversible damage to museums, music, 
art, literature, film, religious objects, etc.

Below. The ruins of Warsaw 
after destruction by Germany 

(NAC collections)

The calculation regard-
ing the value of losses 
incurred in culture and 
art includes only the min-
imum documented frag-
ment. Due to the lack 
of precise data, the full 
value of the losses can 
never be determined. All 
estimates and calcula-
tions are therefore indic-
ative only and oscillate 
around the lower limit 
of the losses that can be 
determined.

The Germans remove the disman-
tled Chopin Monument from 

occupied Warsaw (1940) 
(AAN collections)

Total amount of material losses was 
PLN 797 billion 398 million
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Germany’s plan for the Polish territories it conquered and oc-
cupied was to utterly destroy and wipe out Polish culture. The 
annihilation plan was to be applied in all fields of Polish cultural 
affairs – literature, music, the theatre, cinematography, the fine 
arts, as well as Poland’s museums, architectural heritage and 
monuments. The project was conducted purposefully and con-
sistently. Its aim was first to curtail, and subsequently to eradicate 
Polish cultural life completely. Its scale was absolutely exception-
al, even for the Second World War, and the cultural losses Po-
land sustained are incomparable with the damage Germany per-
petrated in other countries it occupied, such as France, Belgium, 
Norway, or Holland. Only on Polish territory was the destruction 
of culture part and parcel of Germany’s criminal plan to create  

Raphael Santi, 
Portrait of a Young 

Man (approx. 1510), 
one of the most  

valuable works of art  
the Germans stole from  

Polish collections during  
the Second World War 
(War loss, looted from 

the collection of the 
Princes Czartoryski 
Museum (National 

Museum in Kraków))

German soldiers posing for a photograph  
on the fragments of the Grunwald 

Monument in Krakow  
they destroyed in November 1939.

The monument during the unveiling ceremony  
on 15 July 1910 (Photo from the book of Jan 
Kopczyński, Mateusz Siuchniński Grunwald. 500 lat 
chwały, Warsaw, 1960)

The equestrian statue of king Władysław Jagiełło 
in Jan Matejko Square, by Antoni Wiwulski, found-
ed by Ignacy Paderewski on the 500th anniversary  
of the Battle of Grunwald, in which the Polish– 
–Lithuanian army inflicted a devastating defeat on 
the forces of the Teutonic Order (the Order of the 
Hospital of the Blessed Virgin Mary of the German 
House) on 15 July 1410. It was destroyed by the 
Germans at the very beginning of the war. Rebuilt, 
it was unveiled on 16 October 1976.



34 35

a Lebensraum for the Herrenvolk, the implementation of which 
was the reason why the functionaries of the German Third Reich 
occupying Poland were so deeply and ruthlessly committed to 
their project of devastation. 

The methods Germany applied to destroy Polish culture may 
be divided into four categories: the destruction of the products 
of Polish culture, looting, the extermination of those who created  
or contributed to Polish culture, and the dismantling of its organ-
izing structure. Germany’s first and most manifest operation was 
the removal and physical destruction of the material artefacts of 
Polish culture. German occupying forces demolished buildings 
and monuments of key importance for Polish culture, smashed 
artefacts made of glass and gramophone records of Polish music, 
sent whole library collections of Polish books to the pulp mills, 
and burned the contents of archives and rare collections.

The best example of German intentions and methods is their 
treatment of the Royal Castle in Warsaw. All that was damaged 
during the 1939 air raids were the helmets on its towers, part of the 
roof, and one of its rooms. A group of Warsaw architects offered 
to carry out a provisional repair job to protect the edifice from 
damage due to snowfall as winter was approaching, but their offer 
was rejected out of hand by the German authorities, who were 
probably already thinking of demolishing the Castle completely. 
On 10 October 1939, Hans Frank arrived. One of the things he 
did during his visit to the Castle was to tear the Polish Eagles off 

The statue of the Polish novelist and Nobel 
Prizewinner Henryk Sienkiewicz (by Konstanty 
Laszczka), in the Jan Kochanowski Park, Bydgoszcz,  
in 1927. In September 1939, the Germans demolished 
this monument soon after they entered the city  
of Bydgoszcz (NAC collections)

Preparing to blow up 
the former Royal Castle 

on the Vistula River, 
8 September 1944

[Vorbereitung 
vor Sprengung 

des ehemaligen 
Königsschloßes 

an der Weichsel, 
8.IX.44]

(Institute for Western 
Affairs collections)

Interior of the Royal Castle, Warsaw, showing 
the serious damage caused by German air raids and 

artillery fire in September 1939. (AAN collections)

In September 1944, German 
demolition engineers serving 
in Technische Nothilfe began 
to blow up all that remained 

of the Royal Castle.
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the throne, thereby giving a tacit signal that the Castle’s interiors 
could be looted at will. The Germans took the hint and within two 
months, they not only denuded it of its most treasured artefacts 
and furnishings, but carried off everything that could be of use 
at all. The most valuable objects were carted off to Hans Frank’s 
residence in Kraków or distributed to sundry German offices in 
Warsaw. Other items fell into the hands of individual Germans, 
who were allowed to help themselves to a “souvenir.” By Janu-
ary 1940, all that was left of Warsaw’s Royal Castle were its bare 
walls. German aficionados had stripped it of its wainscoting, stuc-
cos, and even pulled off its plafond decorations. It later turned 
out that the devastation of the Castle’s interiors was merely an 
overture to the grand demolition of the entire building. Already 
in November 1939, the Germans had been drilling holes in the 
Castle’s walls for their dynamite sticks, but for some reason or 
other they stopped short of blowing it up at the time. They went 
back to the job later, in September 1944, just before their military 
retreat. The destruction of the Royal Castle of Warsaw was a fully 
premeditated operation carried out by Germany. It was destroyed 
because it was a symbol of Polish statehood, and the purpose of 
its destruction was to crush the Polish spirit.

German soldiers posing for a picture on the ruins of the 
Tadeusz Kościuszko Monument in Łódź (by Mieczy- 
sław Lubelski). German occupying forces demolished the 
monument of this Polish national hero on 11 November 1939, 
the 21st anniversary of the restoration of Poland’s independ-
ence (Collections of the Łódź Branch of the National Archives)

Tadeusz Kościuszko (1746–1817) was a Polish military leader, 
engineer and statesman who became a national hero in Poland, 
France and the United States. He fought in the Polish–Lithu-
anian Commonwealth’s struggles against Russia and Prussia, 
and on the US side in the American Revolutionary War.  
As Supreme Commander of the Polish National Armed Forces,  
he led the 1794 Kościuszko Uprising.

He was a distinguished military engineer, his fortification work 
contributing to the American victory at the Battle of Saratoga 
in 1777. He was commissioned to design the fortress of West 
Point. He was promoted to brigadier general in 1783. In the 
defence of the ‘Third of May Constitution’* he fought as a di-
vision commander. In 1794 he led Kosciuszko’s National Rising, 
and after its fall, was taken prisoner by the Russians. Forced to 
emigrate in 1796, he went to the USA, then settled in Switzer-
land, where he died in 1817.

________________
*The ‘Government Act’, called the ‘Third  of May Constitution’, 
was Europe’s first constitution, in today’s meaning of the word, 
and second such internationally (the first being the Constitu-
tion of the United States of America, 11 September 1787).

• On his return to his family estate of Siechanowicze in 1784, 
Kościuszko reduced serfdom for peasants from four to two 
days a week, and completely exempted women from doing 
it. • In his will of 2.04.1817 he wrote: “Feeling deeply that 
serfdom is against the law of nature and the well-being of 
nations, I hereby declare that I abolish it completely and for-
ever in my estate Siechnowicze, in the Brzesko–Lithuanian 
province, both in my own name and that of its future pos-
sessors. I recognise the inhabitants of the village belonging 
to this estate as free citizens and unrestricted owners of 
the possessed land. I release them from any and all tributes, 
corvée labour and personal obligations, to which they were 
previously obliged towards the owners of this estate. I only 
call upon them, for their own sake and for the sake of the 
country, to strive to establish schools and spread education”.  
• A month before his death, in a letter to Jefferson, Kosciusz-
ko reaffirmed his will from 1798 that the money he had 
earned in America and found there, after his death, would be 
used for the liberation and education of black slaves.

The Tadeusz Kościuszko Monument  
in Łódź, rebuilt in 1960 (Photo by Ignacy 
Płażewski, Museum of the City of Lodz)

Monument to Tadeusz Kościuszko 
standing, on a pedestal with four  

bas-reliefs: Kościuszko’s oath in the 
Kraków market square, Kościuszko with 

George Washington, Kościuszko standing 
with Bartosz Głowacki at a cannon and 
the signing of the Polaniecki universal.

The Neo-Classical Church of Our 
Lady of Częstochowa at 14/16 
Łazienkowska St., Warsaw was 

consecrated on 12 November 1933

The photo shows its ruins after  
German air raids in September 1944  

(during the Warsaw Uprising).  
The Luftwaffe destroyed it, killing scores 

of people who had sought sanctuary 
there, and insurgent and civilian casual-

ties receiving medical treatment in a field 
hospital set up on the premises. German 

airmen bombed the church notwith-
standing the Red Cross flags clearly 

displayed on it. All that remained of the 
edifice was the bell-tower, part  

of the colonnade, and the tympanum 
(photo by Karol Pęcherski, 

MPW collections)
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and Pomerania. The fires that broke out due to the outcome 
of the bombing and shelling of Warsaw consumed some of the 
city’s archives. Archiwum Oświecenia Publicznego (the Archive 
for Public Enlightenment) was completely burned down; a major 
part of Archiwum Skarbowe (the Treasury Archive) perished; and 
Archiwum Sądu Okręgowego (the Archive of the Regional Court) 
was devastated. The archival resources of the Ministry of Military 
Affairs and the Ministry of Agriculture and Agricultural Reform 
suffered considerable damage.

The second phase in the destruction that hit Polish archival 
collections started on 1 October 1939 and lasted to 1 August 
1944, i.e. until the outbreak of the Warsaw Uprising of 1944. In 
this period, entire archival collections or their component parts 
were carried off from the GG to Germany as spoils of war, or on 
the grounds of the provenance or territorial designation of the 
given collection, or even on the pretext of a “loan.”

However, the most tragic wave of destruction for the Varso-
vian archives began on 1 August 1944 and lasted until the end of 
the War. Eye-witnesses and individuals who tried to save archives 
reported that the damage that occurred during the actual fighting 
was relatively small, affecting less than 10–15% of the holdings in 
particular archives. Yet after hostilities had ceased, the resources 
that survived were burned down and completely destroyed by the

Germans, who set about the systematic annihilation of all the 
extant archival facilities.

Debris of the collections  
of the Archives of Modern 
Records, destroyed by German 
troops; Warsaw, November 1944 
(AAN collections)

Archives and libraries. Provincial archives suffered losses al-
ready at the beginning of the War. The archival resources of Ku-
tno, Koło and Puck were burned down during hostilities and the 
passage of troops. Private collections sustained losses as well. Of 
the 22 collections in Greater Poland, 12 were devastated or gut-
ted by fires, and the remaining 10 were carried off to Germany. 
Archives were damaged also during their removal from buildings 
which the Germans occupied to accommodate troops or offices. 
Operations for the complete or partial removal of archives affect-
ed all the provincial resources.

The hardest hit were the archival collections in Warsaw and 
Poznań, as well as those in the prewar Voivodeships of Poznań 

Warsaw’s largest archival collections lost all or virtually all of their resources owing to 
wartime hostilities and under German occupation. The losses were as follows:

• Archiwum Główne Akt Dawnych (the Central Archives of Historical Records) – approx. 80%;
• Archiwum Akt Nowych (the Archives of Modern Records) – 95%;
• Archiwum Skarbowe (the Treasury Archive) – 100%;
• Archiwum Oświecenia Publicznego (the Archive for Public Enlightenment) – 100%;
• Archiwum Miejskie (the Municipal Archive) – 100%.

The German drive to destroy Polish culture did not spare the 
libraries, either. In the GG, books were confiscated by German 
art historians, carried off by German librarians, looted by German 
soldiers, and subjected to a systematic procedure of destruction 
carried out by the German occupying authorities.

In 1941, the German authorities amalgamated the National 
Library and the Krasiński Library, both of which were located in 
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Warsaw, with the Library of Warsaw University, and gave the new 
institution a new name, Staatsbibliothek Warschau. The entire 
manuscript collection was lodged in the building of the Krasiński 
Library, and the removal of this huge resource was launched on 5 
September 1944 with a bomb explosion. A month later, the Ger-
mans set fire to the building and all of Warsaw’s historic manu-
script collections perished in the blaze.

Other, smaller libraries were damaged as well.
In numerical terms, the losses and damage suffered by Polish 

libraries were huge, and virtually irreparable in terms of quality.

This is the best balance of recorded losses for libraries that 
we have, but the figures it gives are definitely lower than the real 
losses.

The library losses registered by the Ministry of Education after 
the War was limited to losses reported by school libraries, general 
libraries, some academic libraries, and only sporadically by private 
libraries. The schedule did not record the losses of specialist li-
braries and those catering for the interests of specific professions, 
church libraries, etc.

In addition, the Ministry’s schedule of losses did not include 
many libraries which ceased to exist due to the War and the op-
erations of the German occupying authorities, and hence few or 
no records at all survived to confirm the magnitude of their losses.

Likewise, many libraries–part of whose collections survived–
did not have any records of what and how much they had lost. In 
many cases, the Germans deliberately destroyed such information.

It is impossible to draw up even an approximate estimate for 
the losses sustained by booksellers’ warehouses, book antiquar-
ians, public libraries and lending facilities. In Warsaw and on the 
territories incorporated in Germany, such amenities forfeited vir-
tually all of their assets. Furthermore, the private book collections 
owned by lawyers, physicians, scholars and intellectuals ceased 
to exist. 

Germany conducted a premeditated campaign to wipe out 
Poland’s resources of books beyond the borders of the occupied 
country as well. When they occupied France, they left the collec-
tions of French libraries intact, but carried off the books housed 
in the Bibliothèque Polonaise de Paris at 6 quai d’Orléans in Par-
is, and sent it to Alfred Rosenberg, who was head of the Reich 
Ministry for the Occupied Eastern Territories. In 1939, its collec-
tions had amounted to 145 thousand books, 1,000 manuscripts, 
12 thousand drawings and prints, 2,800 atlases and maps, and 
20 thousand copies of documents relating to Polish history as-
sembled from British and French archives. In addition, there was  
a collection of periodicals, photographs, coins and medals.

Of the pre-war holdings, only 40% of the collection returned 
to the Polish Library, 30% (found in Poland) was given as a deposit 
to the A. Mickiewicz Museum of Literature in Warsaw and the 
remaining 30% was not found.

It is impossible to give an estimate for the financial value of  
a lost cultural legacy which was built up over many centuries of  
a nation’s intellectual and spiritual development. A cultural legacy 
is far more than just the material collection of “cultural objects”; it 
also involves the fact that the given society has reached a particu-
lar stage in its spiritual and intellectual development. A society’s 
capability and means to develop is the condition sine qua non 
for its potential to create cultural objects. A culture is evidenced 
not so much by the material value of its artefacts, which is merely 
an external symptom, but rather by the multiplicity and diversi-
ty encountered within it; while its creative accomplishment gives  
a true benchmark of what it has achieved.

For the majority of lost cultural objects, an estimate of their 
purely financial value would be a small fraction of their total, ab-
solute or ideal “worth,” and such an operation would be useless 
as a means to gauge the cultural achievement of a given society.

Hence, it would be wrong to treat Poland’s losses in the arts 
and scholarship owing to German military aggression and war-
time occupation merely in terms of their monetary value.

Bibliothèque Polonaise de 
Paris, France (Photo by  

Cancre, Wikipedia, 2011)

The Polish Library in Paris 
(French: Bibliothèque polo- 
naise de Paris) was a Polish 
cultural institution estab-
lished in 1838 by, i.a. Adam 
Jerzy Czartoryski, Julian 
Ursyn Niemcewicz and Ka-
rol Sienkiewicz as a foun-
dation of the Great Emigra-
tion. Its task was to collect 
books, archives and items 
of national significance 
saved from plunder and 
destruction. It became a 
documentary centre open 
to Poles and foreigners. 

In 2013, UNESCO  
included the Library,  
the Paris Historical and 
Literary Society and 
the Adam Mickiewicz 
Museum in Paris in its 
Memory of the World 
Register.

The data collected after the War by the Polish Ministry 
of Education estimated library losses at approximately  

411 million pre-war złoty.
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LOSSES IN BANKING 
AND INSURANCE

Losses in Banking
In the territories incorporated into the Reich, all Polish cred-

it institutions were designated for liquidation. In the case of the 
General Government, Germany allowed only a few banks and 
credit institutions to resume operations, the rest were closed, 
which resulted in large losses in their assets. 

Losses in Insurance
The orders of the German occupier in the General Govern-

ment completely deprived the social insurance institutions of the 
possibility to derive income from their assets. In the areas incor-
porated into the Reich, they were completely deprived of their 
assets.

STATE TREASURY LOSSES

The total value of tax and monopoly losses incurred by the 
Ministry of the Treasury amounted to PLN 296 billion 490 million.

It should be emphasized that taxes and monopoly income col-
lected by the occupant were scrupulously used by the German 
war economy. 

Losses resulting from the occupation of Emissionsbank in Po-
len, which also used the name of the Issuing Bank in Poland, es-
tablished by the Germans in the General Government, were also 
very severe. This especially applies to the maintenance of Ger-
man military formations in the General Government by the Polish 
population.

Claims form the activity of Emmissionsbank in Polen were es-
timated at PLN 196 billion 320 million. 

Total amount of tax and monopoly losses and  
losses caused by activity of Emmissionsbank  
in Polen were  PLN 492 billion 811 million

Total amount of losses of Polish credit 
and savings institutions and their customers 
suffered as result of acts of war and German 

occupation is  PLN 89 billion 321 million

Total amount of losses of Polish social security 
institutions and insurance companies suffered  

as result of acts of war and German  
occupation is  PLN 34 billion 804 million

Treasury Ticket of the Third Reich 
in General Government  

(AAN collections)

The ruins of Warsaw, 
with the Prudential Insurance 

Building in the foreground 
(NAC collections)

A red Reichshauptkasse money token  
(Private collection)
[Obverse: “This cheque is for use in the pay-
ment of Wehrmacht travel and other expens-
es in countries where payment in the local 
currency is restricted. This cheque may not 
be used for general payment transactions.”]

A green Reichshauptkasse money 
token (Private collection) 
[Reverse. “Wehrmacht money token. 
Issued under payment regulations  
for the Wehrmacht in countries other 
than Germany. For use exclusively 
by members of the Wehrmacht and 
equivalent institutions. Exchangeable 
only by such persons in all Wehr-
macht ticket offices and payment 
points, Reich-skreditkassen and 
money exchange points – and sub-
sequently redeemable in the German 
Reich in the Reichsbank and other 
German banks.
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ESTIMATION OF GDP LOSSES

War scenario of Polish GDP with losses caused by Germany  
during the Second World War

After 1941, Germany could no 
longer continue the goods 
exchange scheme; instead, the 
debt was to be covered by 
promissory notes issued by the 
German Reich, which never 
redeemed these notes

Reichsbank 
promissory 

notes

Goods exchange 
(clothing, equipment, foodstuffs) 

to 1941

sums entered 
on Emissionsbank accounts 
in the Reichsbank

REICHSBANK

issue of coloured 
cheques

Złoty krakowski currency 
in circulation only in the GG – not 

exchangeable into reichsmarks

German military 
and administrative 
authorities 
in the GG

cheque transfer 

Cheques cleared 
by the issue 
of German Reich 
credit to the GG

Schematic diagram of the circulation of Reichshauptkasse money tokens in occupied Poland

GDP loss and lower level of prosperity 
after the war

The calculations presented so far concerned documented and 
quantifiable personal losses and the related lost income, as well 
as losses in tangible property.

They do not include all the losses incurred and have been cal-
culated using very conservative assumptions. It should be stated 
that the Report adopts the minimum calculations obtained using 
the most restrained approaches and minimizing the final result. 
This decision was taken deliberately to avoid any allegations of 
exaggerating the scale of the claims.

However, we should be aware that it is possible to adopt 
methodologies that include extended spectrum of claims. Calcu-
lations based on the estimated GDP losses are such a valuation 
method.

Consequently, the war losses caused by Germany have halved 
the Poles’ ability to generate wealth. These losses are irreversible 
and have determined the fate of future generations of Poles.
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VALUE OF LOSSES INCURRED 
BY POLAND AND CAUSED  
BY GERMANY

All components of the value of material and demographic  
losses sum up to the total amount of Polish losses in the amount of  
PLN 6,220,609 million [six trillion two hundred twenty billion six 
hundred and nine million Polish zloty] which, at the end of 2021, 
gives 1,532,170 million USD [one trillion, five hundred and thir-
ty-two billion one hundred and seventy million US dollars].

War reparations – Legal conditions
        

To date, the Republic of Poland has not received the amount 
of war reparations granted by the decision of the Three Great 
Powers in Potsdam.

The Final Settlement Treaty, also known as the 2+4 Treaty, 
signed on 12 September 1990 in Moscow, did not deal with the 
issue of war reparations or compensation at all as regards Ger-
many but only with the end of the Second World War. Further, 
Poland was not a signatory to this treaty.

Despite the German Government’s stance that the issue of 
reparations for non-barred war crimes and crimes against hu-
manity under the Rome Statute (Art. 29) may only be resolved by  
a peace treaty, the German government has concluded a num-
ber of agreements with, for example, the governments of twelve 
Western European states, but not with Poland.

Adding all components gives total amount of Polish losses
PLN 6,220, 609 million 

In words: six trillion two hundred twenty billion  
six hundred and nine million Polish zloty

USD 1,532, 170 million
In words: one trillion, five hundred and thirty-two billion 

one hundred and seventy million US dollars

Aerial view of the ruins of the
Kierbedź Bridge, after the Germans
blew it up in September 1944
(Photo by Wacław Żdżarski,  
NAC collections)

To compare: 

The losses suffered by Poland as a result of 
German aggression and occupation during  

the Second World War amount to  
about 125% of the entire European Union 

budget for the period 2021–2027.
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NO JUDICIAL CHANNELS  
FOR THE VICTIMS

•	Millions of Polish citizens who have experienced 
unimaginable physical and mental suffering, and often 
lost all their possessions, have never received any 
compensation. 

•	Attempts of individual redress in Polish and German courts 
have proven ineffective. Germany does not recognize 
court decisions made in the countries where they have com-
mitted war crimes. Even in the current stare of development 
of protection of human rights and extending the rule of law in 
the European Union, Germany continues to evade liability for 
damages, hiding behind immunity from legal proceedings.

•	There is no reliable knowledge about the recent 
history of Poland in the common consciousness, 
nor is there any understanding of the size of its 
losses and the consequences for the people liv-
ing today.

•	To this day, Germany has not accounted for the 
plunder of the works of culture and art belong-
ing to the Polish state and to Polish citizens.

Keeping quiet
Time-barring  
Forgetting 

Since the end of the Second World War, the legal successors of 
the Third Reich did not feel and still do not feel obliged 
to compensate for the war crimes and the damage caused. They 
do not show any willingness to compensate Poland and 
Poles and return stolen resources. They question the polit-
ical and legal responsibility towards Poland for the consequences 
of the Second World War, and their actions are limited to symbol-
ic gestures and words on moral responsibility.

In the years 1947–1989, the Polish state unsuccessfully made 
numerous attempts to regulate the issue of German compensa-
tion. However, Polish citizens did not receive any because of the 
discriminatory legislation of the Federal Republic of Germany 
(FRG), which did not feel obliged to pay this tragic debt to the 
Polish nation. Polish experts stated: “on the contrary, all FRG leg-
islation is aimed at not fulfilling this obligation”; “On the basis of 
this practice, it can be concluded that the regulation of Germa-
ny’s compensation for Poland depends only on political decisions”, 
and “This is not a legal element, it is also not  mercy on the part of 
the aggressor state”.

 Despite the existence of such a possibility, Germany has 
avoided and is avoiding regulating this matter in the form 
of bilateral agreements. Since the end of the war, German policy 
on Poland can be characterized as a game of “keeping quiet, 
time-barring, forgetting.”

Today we say:
No to keeping quiet
No to time-barring
No to forgetting
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